
2025 Soling 1M Canadian National Class Championship 
 

 

Steady rain and gusty conditions greeted the 17 entrants to this year’s Soling 1M 

Nationals in Steveston, BC on Saturday May 31st.  Most were local SRCSC members, 

and we were very happy to have John McKinney from Ontario join us again, this time 

along with his son Jay. 

 A 10 knot westerly with tidal and river current made for a long and challenging beat 

to the windward mark.  Our race committee consisting of Don Martin and Brian 

Woodward, two very experienced IOM sailors, set courses which took advantage of 

the relatively narrow sailing area.  The leeward mark was set up as a gate, which 

minimized crowding at the gybe, and the Race Committee’s decision to call out boat 

and mark contacts resulted in penalties taken without delay, minimal discussions on 

the dock and no protest hearings.   

Lunches and refreshments were provided to keep up the energy levels.   



After the first 14 races, 5 different competitors had taken line honours, and day one 

ended with a social event at Britannia Brewing.   

 

The front blew through overnight, Sunday dawned with bright sunny skies, and 

fortunately the wind remained.  Intense competition continued throughout the fleet, 

and a good start or opportune wind shift paid off handsomely.  Mistakes were 

correspondingly punished, where a 360 penalty could see a few places lost.  

 



After 30 two-lap races, Bud Fassnacht took first place, with Michael Kidd and Pat 

Hepburn taking 2nd and 3rd.   The first three were awarded custom Yeti mugs, made 

possible through kind sponsorships by Tourism Richmond, Wisteria Place, Steveston 

Real Estate and Jacaranda Marketing & Design, among others.   

 

Door prizes, donated by the BC Lottery Commission and local businesses, as well as 

a set of Dion sails donated by Pat Dion, were also presented in a random draw, 

ensuring that everyone went home with something. 

 



 

My thanks go to all who contributed to the success of this event, including committee 

members Brian Harrison and Al Oliver.  It was an honour for Steveston RC Sailing 

Club to once again host this National Championship and we thank CRYA for their 

support and guidance. 

Report By: 

Patrick Hepburn 

Soling 1M Fleet Captain 

  

 


